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Cruciformity 3 - Marriage 

• Cruciformity – Baptism – Lord’s Supper – Marriage - “Three Signs of the Cruciform 

Mystery of the Xtn Life” 

• Gen 2:24 – Eph 5:31-31 - 
31

"FOR THIS REASON A MAN WILL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND BE 

UNITED TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO WILL BECOME ONE FLESH." 
32

This is a profound mystery—but I 

am talking about Christ and the church. 

• Complexity or Maturity? – All we got is the Gospel.  Maturity is applying it more broadly 

and more deeply. 

• Two Gospel Basics:  Luke 24:47 – Repentance and Forgiveness of Sins - 
45

Then he 

opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 
46

He told them, "This is 

what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 
47

and 

repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning 

at Jerusalem. 

• Q.  What Happens When Two Sinners Marry?  A.  They Sin Against Each Other! 

••  WWee  hhaavvee  rreessoouurrcceess  iinn  tthhee  GGoossppeell  ooff  CChhrriisstt  tthhaatt  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  ddooeess  nnoott  hhaavvee..  

Gospel Resource #1: RReeppeennttaannccee 

• Gospel teaches me I’m fallen so I should expect to have sin and should want to find out 

about it and be rid of it. 

• Ps 19:12  “who can discern his errors?  Forgive my hidden faults” 

• Gospel should enable me to be Humble and teachable 

• Defend, rationalize, blame, excuse, or my favorite – “explain” 

• Identity Rooted in Gospel – will be okay if I find out sin, worth not threatened! 

• You know you aren’t properly repentant IF you’re quick to anger and defensive when 

criticized. 

• Repentance: turning from sin to God.  Way of repentance -> humility, teachable spirit, 

receptive to correction, respond well to rebuke 

• Able to hear criticism and say, “You may be right,” without blowing up in anger. 

• In the other room muttering?  First to repent.  Own your %10.  And NO “I was wrong 

BUT YOU…” 
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Gospel Resource #2: FFoorrggiivveenneessss 

• Matt 18:23-35  Parable of the unforgiving servant – HUGE DEBT – tiny debt 

• Song - “Where the wrongs we have done and the wrongs done to us were nailed there 

with him, there on that cross.”  Viewing ALL sin through my vantage point of Christ’s 

atonement. 

• Eph 4:32  “Forgive one another as God in Christ has forgiven you.” 

• Bitterness – I carry offenses so long they warp my posture – my attitude becomes angry 

• Justice Orientation - forgetting that justice was done on the cross! 

• (Matt 6:12)  “Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors” – sin creates RELATIONAL 

DEBT 

o “I’ll take what they owe me.” – cold shoulder, ignoring, harsh tones, passive 

aggressive hostility – all designed to withdraw relational capital that is owed 

because of the injustice 

• How you know you’re Gunnysacking -> ALLNESS LANGUAGE – always, never, all, none, 

“that’s how you are.” 

A Warning:  In the Case of a Sexually, Physically, or Emotionally Abusive 

Relationship – GET OUTSIDE HELP IMMEDIATELY.  Forgiveness does not mean you 

subject yourself repeatedly to harm.   In that case, you GET AWAY from danger and 

then try to put the pieces spiritually and emotionally back together. 

Bringing the Two Together 

• If NOT Repent/Forgive it WILL BE Defend/Blame -> No Man’s Land 

• Marriage is for Happiness AND Holiness 

• If both take up the cross then the guarantee is for the resurrection life to come down – 

and then your marriage will be a physical embodiment of the Gospel. 

• If two sinners live rooted in the Gospel then they will be humble and repentant in terms 

of their own sin, and gracious and forgiving in regards to the sins committed against 

them. 


