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1. Intro: Big Picture 

• If you knew this market crash was for sure going to turn very soon into a market surge, 

you’d buy now.  The big picture would totally affect your actions on the present short term. 

• If you knew you would die soon, you’d get life insurance for your family’s sake. 

• If you know you want to go to college to be what God is calling you to be – like medical 

missionary – then you’d work hard to keep your grades up even in high school. 

• And if you knew that every person who lives will stand before Jesus and render an 

account – you’d figure out what he’ll be looking for BEFORE you get there.  You won’t be like 

my friend Joanna who said, “Why would I worry about God; I’m not dead yet!” 

Trans:  Our perception of the big picture Totally Affects the way we live in the 

present. 

2. Big Picture Continued 

• The Floyd Emails 

• Buddhism 

• Hinduism 

• Materialism 

• Christianity 

Trans:  Our perception of the big picture Totally Affects the way we live in the 

present. 

3. Isaiah 6:1-4 – Ultimate Reality Revealed 

1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of 

his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered 

their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying.3 And they were calling to 

one another: 

        

"Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
 

4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke. 

 

• Christian View of Ultimate Reality:  Good/Fallen/Will Be Redeemed 
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TRANS:  Not just the temple is full of God’s glory.  The whole creation is full and 

spilling over with God’s presence, wisdom, and beauty.  

4. Psalm 19:1-4 

1 The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 

 2 Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge. 

 3 There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard. 

 4 Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world. 

TRANS: If the whole earth is full of the glory of God and the skies daily shout out 

his glory, then what gives?  I think another couple of texts that have to do with 

God’s glory will help fill this out for us… 

5. Habakkuk 2:14 – What WILL BE true 

(NASB) 14"For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters 

cover the sea. 

(NLT) 14 For as the waters fill the sea, the earth will be filled with an awareness of the glory of 

the Lord. 

 

TRANS: What’s missing isn’t God’s glory – as we’ve seen.  The Problem is people.  

What’s missing is a planet populated by a certain kind of people – namely, people 

who treasure the pervasive presence and goodness and beauty and wisdom of 

God that fills all that he’s made. 

6. Romans 1:18-23 – The Knowledge of God’s Glory Suppressed by 

Human Wickedness 

Rom 1: 18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness 

of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19since what may be known about God is plain to 

them, because God has made it plain to them. 20For since the creation of the world God's invisible 

qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what 

has been made, so that men are without excuse. 

 21For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their 

thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22Although they claimed to be wise, they 
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became fools 23and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man 

and birds and animals and reptiles. 

• Sin/Idolatry = Identity 

• God Tax vs. Fountain of ALL Happiness 

• Two Ways of Avoiding God 

• Three Stages of Progress in God 

1. Love God for Sake of Self (Can you help me fix my problem?) 

2. Love God for God’s Sake (I find God beautiful apart from my agenda) 

3. Love Self for God’s Sake (I bear with myself patiently because he does.  I 

must have value if Jesus values me enough to go to the cross to reconcile me to 

my Heavenly Father.  I must be really dearly loved by God if the Father didn’t 

spare any expense, but offered his Son up to severe pain and exclusion and 

ridicule in order that I could be forgiven and included and acclaimed as his very 

own adopted child.) 

Trans:  What will then bridge the gap between Is 6:3 and Hab 2:14?  

7. The Lord’s Prayer - Matthew 6:9-10 Future Kingdom NOW 

9"This, then, is how you should pray: " 'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 10your kingdom 

come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven… 

Three things Jesus wants us to ask God to make on earth as they NOW ARE in heaven 

1. Let Your Name regarded as holy: (Don’t let us bear your name fruitlessly [take your 

name in vain] so that “your name is blasphemed among the nations” because of us, but 

rather, let us bear your name in a way that makes you look really really awesome.  Help 

your people to do what the skies do every morning – proclaim the glory of God.) 

2. Let Your Kingdom come: Wherever people surrender to Christ and proclaim him Lord 

and sow to please the Holy Spirit, they are participating in God’s Reign…“Reign here and 

now!” is another way of praying, “Help us to do your will!” 

3. Let Your Will be done:  This is an expansion of the prayer for the Kingdom to come – and 

it implies that God’s will is often not even done in the lives of his people such that we 

must plead with God for it to be so! 

 

Trans: The Church is called and enabled to live out Habakkuk 2:14 in 

miniature NOW, before it’s true of the whole earth.  We do it by daily 

surrendering to Jesus and learning to live by the Spirit. 
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8. Conclusion: Follow Christ the next step. 

• The smallest candle in the dark of a cave can light up the whole thing – an act of 

kindness.  One selfless act.  Can light up the darkness… 

• Go that next step. 

• The Pebble 

• Mustard Seed Faith 

• Dream with me. 

• Follow this Christ!!! 


