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GGlloorriiffiiccaattiioonn  

Introduction 

Even the strongest arguments of the militant atheist presuppose a palpably intense intuition about 

how the universe should be.  This intuitive sense of perfection helps create a broader human 

connection to what Christians mean by “the Kingdom of God.”  And this universal longing for a perfect 

universe is what we believe Christ will one day bring to fulfillment.  I would add, however, that a 

perfect universe is not itself our hope – rather, Christ who is the Author and Lord of the Kingdom is our hope. 

1. Glorification is the final step in the application of our salvation. 

a) Justification – What Christ did for us. 

b) Sanctification – What Christ is doing in us. 

c) Glorification – What Christ will finally complete in us – and in the whole 

creation. 

2. Glorification is the resurrection of our bodies to eternal glory. 

The intermediate state is better, but glorification will be best. 

2 Cor 5:1-5  Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an 

eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. 2Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed with our 

heavenly dwelling, 3because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked. 4For while we are in this tent, 

we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly 

dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5Now it is God who has made us for this very 

purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 

3. Glorification will happen when Christ returns. 

 

1 Thess 4:16-17  For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the 

archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17After that, we who are still 

alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will 

be with the Lord forever. 

1 Cor 15:52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be 

raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 
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4. All the saints of all the ages will be glorified together at Christ's return 

(Heb 11:39). 

 

Heb 11:39-40  These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised. 

40God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect. 

5. Our bodies will be like Christ’s resurrection body (Phil 3:20-21, 1 Cor 

15:49). 

Our bodies will be physical. 

Lk 24:39  Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, 

as you see I have. 

1 Cor 15:54-55  54When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with 

immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: "Death has been swallowed up in victory.” 

 55"Where, O death, is your victory?  

      Where, O death, is your sting?" 

Rom 8:20-23  For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who 

subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the 

glorious freedom of the children of God.  22We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains 

of childbirth right up to the present time. 23Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 

groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 

Our bodies will be “spiritual”  1 Cor 15:44 – meaning controlled by the Spirit. 

1 Cor 15:44  it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. 

      If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body 

6. We will have the same bodies, but they will be transformed. 

 

Phil 3:20-21  But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 

21who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so 

that they will be like his glorious body. 

7. When our bodies are raised death will be totally defeated. 

 

1 Cor 15:54-55 see above 
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8. Glorification is tied up with the renewal of all creation. 

 

Rom 8:20-23 see above 

Revelation 21:1-5   1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 

passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 

heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the 

throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and 

God himself will be with them and be their God. 4He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more 

death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away."  

 5He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for 

these words are trustworthy and true."  

9. All the dead will be raised, but only those whose names are found in the 

Lambs’ book of Life will be glorified (Acts 24:15, Jn 5:28-29, Matt 10:28). 

 

Acts 24:15  …there will be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked. 

Jn 5:28-29  "Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice 

29and come out—those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be 

condemned. 

Matt 10:28  Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who 

can destroy both soul and body in hell. 

Rev 21:27  Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only 

those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life. 

Still Haven’t Found What I’m Looking For 

This whole fallen order of things will pass away, and until that 

happens we still haven’t found what we’re looking for. 

Revelation 21:3-4  "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and 

he will live with them. They will be his people, and God 

himself will be with them and be their God. 4He will wipe 

every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or 

mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has 

passed away." 
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Dennis Kinlaw’s Insomnia 

 

Justification is a completed single past event with continuous ongoing significance in the present.  Sanctification 

is the ongoing present process.  Glorification is a single future event with continuous ongoing significance in the 

present.  It messes with the present the way hope does.  Hope isn’t hope so, it’s a 

confident expectation of future happiness.  And our confident expectation of the 

fullness of joy of God’s promised future messes with us the way Christmas morning 

messes with a kid.  We say, “I can’t wait,” by which we mean, “The excited 

anticipation I feel is so intense that it’s actually painful.”  That’s like Dennis Kinlaw, 

who is 86, who is having that Christmas morning is coming feeling so strong that he 

is having trouble sleeping because he “can’t hardly wait” to be with Jesus. 

Luther’s Daughter 

 

When Martin Luther’s daughter, Magdelena, was fourteen years old, she was taken 

sick and lay dying. Mother Katarina (Katie) went to the other room, overcome with 

grief.  Luther prayed, “O God, I love her so, but nevertheless, Thy will be done.  Then 

he turned to his daughter and said, “Magdelena, would you rather be with me, or 

would you rather go and be with your Father in heaven?” And the girl said, “Father, as 

God wills.” Luther held her in his arms as she passed away, and as they laid her to 

rest, he said, “Oh my dear Magdelenachen, you will rise and shine like the stars and 

the sun. How strange to be so sorrowful and yet to know that all is at peace; that all is 

well.” 
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